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1. IN CALL ON SYG LUNS JUNE 12, AMBASSADOR BENNETT URGED 
EARLY DECISION ON APPOINTMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE COMPTROL- 
LER FOLLOWING JUNE 16 CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATIONS. 

NOTING THAT US HAS TRADITIONALLY HELD COMPTROLLER POSITION, 
AMBASSADOR STRESSED THAT US HAS NOMINATED A HIGHLY QUALI- 
FIED CANDIDATE IN ESO CHARLES WILDS. EARLY DECISION WOULD 
ALLOW WILDS TO ARRIVE BEFORE DEPARTURE OE INCUMBENT ELDON 
SMITH. LUNS RECOGNIZED DESIRABILITY OF EARLY DECISION, 

BUT PRIVATE OFEICE DIRECTOR VAN CAMPEN IMMEDIATELY RAISED 
QUESTION OF WILDS' FRENCH LANGUAGE CAPABILITY, WHICH IS 
FORMAL REQUIREMENT OE COMPTROLLER POSITION. LUNS AGREED 
THAT LACK OF ADEQUATE FRENCH COULD BE SERIOUS STUMBLING 
BLOCK FOR WILDS’ CANDIDACY. 

2. IT MAY WELL BE THAT THE RAISING OF LANGUAGE CAPABILITY 
MAY BE POSTURING ON THE PART OP THE PRIVATE OPFICE SINCE 
THERE HAVE BEEN RECENT DEMARCHES MADE BY FRENCH PERMREP 
TO ENSURE THE LEGAL STATUS OF FRENCH AS ONE OF TWO OFFI- 
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CIAL NATO LANGUAGES. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO PRESS POR OUR 
CANDIDATE AND TO NOTE THAT FRENCH LANGUAGE CAPABILITY HAS 
NOT BEEN A BAR TO PREDECESSORS IN THIS JOB. WE WOULD 
LIKE TO KNOW, HOWEVER, IP WILDS HAS USEABLE KNOWLEDGE OF 
FRENCH. IP NOT, WHAT IS MINIMUM PERIOD OF TRAINING CON- 
SIDERED NECESSARY FOR 3X3 LEVEL PLUENCY? 
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3. PLEASE ADVISE. GLITMAN 
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